[Venous Doppler color echography: importance and inconveniences].
Color Doppler is a technique which performs a real-time opacification of the vascular system with blue indicating reverse flow and red indicating forward flow (directional color coding). In venous pathology, the use of color Doppler improves significantly the anatomical evaluation of the inferior vena cava, the iliac vein, the deep femoral vein, and the sural system. Color Doppler facilitates the study of deep venous thrombosis (providing useful information to differentiate ancient from most recent thrombus) and also the study of post-thrombotic conditions (assessment of reverse flow, repermeation phenomena). Finally, color Doppler produces a better insight for the study of varicose veins, especially with regard to mapping, identification of communicante veins, and study of the external saphenous vein.